
Comrades and friends 

of Post 3282, I hope 

all had a happy holi-

day, and I wish you all 

a very Happy New 

Year. There are many 

things to report, be-

cause so much has 

happened in the past 

month or so. 

 

The main issue on everyoneôs mind is the new 

smoking vote that was taken at the December 

Membership Meeting.  The problem as I see it 

is one main problem.  It seems that it is very 

unpopular on both sides.  Dear Comrades and 

friendséWe canôt have it both ways.  When 

we try to accommodate the smokers, the non-

smokers complain, and when we try to accom-

modate the non-smokers the smokers com-

plain.  Try as we may, we cannot make every-

one happy.  We do however must remember 

that we should be thinking of the Post.  I am 

on the fence with this matter, because all I 

want to see is everyone supporting the Post.  

The non-smokers now say that they will be out 

in force to help, when they would not support 

the Post because they did not like the smoke 

filled environment.  That remains to be seen.  

Iôve seen all the studies and understand that 

second hand smoke is not good for anyone.  

Each day, the smoking part of our membership 

is supporting our Post on a continuing basis.  

When the vote was to become a non-smoking 

Post, I was conflicted, because I know what 

could happen.  This was inevitably going to 

happen at some point, whether we voted, or 

the State of Florida made it mandatory in all 

public places.  The question also remains, that 

we are a private organization, and would that ef-

fect us?  

 

 I have recently heard ramblings of another mo-

tion and vote, at the next months meeting.  Re-

member thiséthe complaints I have just written 

about from both sides, must not be for selfish rea-

sons.  We need to think of the success of our Post.  

If you as members did not know about this matter, 

it is because you donôt come to the monthly meet-

ings.  I ask all members to BE INVOLVED.  

 

The front page news article WAS NOT approved 

by me.  When the reporter called me I expressed 

an interest on both sides.  I also told that reporter 

that I would not like to have anything printed until 

I read it.  Her comment wasé.Sir we are the news 

media, and this is newsé..It has been disturbing 

to some, and I hope that we can come together as 

a group of Comrades who care about each other, 

and find a way to make our Post a great place for 

all.  If we are going to be smoke free, then we 

must make an area for our smoking members.  If 

possible we could enclose the smoking porch that 

was originally put on the building for that exact 

reason.  I propose we set up a building fund to 

accommodate the smokers.  We can put indoor-

outdoor carpeting, and an exterior flat screen TV, 

and install tables and chairs, speaker for the enter-

tainment etc. I hope to hear input from members, 

and not complaints. 

 

There will be an events committee meeting to 

discuss a Korea Veterans party such as we did for 

the World War II members.  Please keep your 

eyes open for posters.  I would also like to encour-

age all members to help us sign up new members, 

and anyone who may wish to transfer into our 

Post.  
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post relief fund to help the struggling 

families of deployed service personnel. 

 

To accomplish our goals both at the Post 

level and the National level we must put 

forth an concerted effort to recruit new 

members.  The VFW is losing  our WWII 

and Korea Veterans at an alarming rate.  

We need to recruit the young veterans 

returning from the present war. I believe 

our Post has a lot to offer our young veter-

ans.  Go out this year and help by recruit a 

new member.  

Have a great New Year.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ñRangers Lead the Wayò  

 

John Lickfold  

I bet youôre just a 

little bit surprised 

seeing this small bit 

of writing in the 

Newsletter by your 

Quartermaster. I just 

felt I needed to at 

least one time con-

tribute my thoughts and thanks to the 

members of the post for everyone to see. 

I apologize for being so lax in the past. 

As everyone is aware, these are really 

tough economic times for not only you 

and I but also for the country as a whole. 

Weôre all doing more with less, stretch-

ing everything to get the most out of our 

resources.  Here at our post it is no dif-

ferent.  We are stretched pretty thin but 

we are holding our own. This is being 

accomplished utilizing many different 

methods.  The most important is our 

many Volunteers. Theyôve spent count-

less hours volunteering their services for 

the good of our post. 

I would personally like to thank all the 

Volunteers who have given so much and 

worked so hard this past year to get us 

through some very difficult and hard 

times.  These are the men and women 

who have ran 50-50ôs, helped on Ham-

burger and Hot Dog Nights, served food 

to our guests on our major holidays and 

have done countless other thankless and 

unnoticeable jobs. Theyôve spent many, 

many hours decorating the post, moving 

tables and chairs, cleaning the grounds 

and performing the mundane everyday 

maintenance on our beautiful building. 

These are the people have been the glue 

that binds and holds our post together. 

Without them I would shutter to think 

where we would be today. 

With the coming of the New Year, I 

know that our membership will continue 

to step up to the future challenges that 

await us. This certainly will not be easy. I 

am sure as brothers and sisters in the same 

cause we can and will find the way to be 

successful.  As always it will be a team 

effort and we have the best teammates a 

post can have is our own Men and 

Womenôs auxiliaries.  In the future I am 

sure that their continued support and tire-

less volunteer work for the post will serve 

as an example of what it takes to make a 

organization grow, to prosper and to work 

as a family. 

In closing I would also like to thank my 

own teammates for their help and support.  

Remember, members of the VFW this is 

our Post and it is our responsibility to see 

to it that it continues to get better.  

I hope everyone had a joyful holiday sea-

son. Iôm looking forward  to see all of  

you in 2010. 

Faithfully  

Art Lilyander 

Recruit a new mem-

ber today. 

 

We are an organiza-

tion of more than 

1.6 million veterans 

who have served 

overseas in war zones or areas demand-

ing arduous duty, including  those in 

Afghanistan and Iraq.  

 

What you may not know about us is our 

continuing commitment  to country and 

community. Our mission extends to those 

troops serving  overseas today and their 

families waiting back home.  

The Veterans of Foreign Wars four main 

objectives are: 

 

1. Preserving and extending veterans 

rights. 

2. Advocating a strong national de-

fense. 

3. Promoting patriotism 

4. Serving local communities. 

 

These four objectives are the core of our  

existence. They are best illustrated by: 

  

 Lobbying Congress on behalf of veter-

ans and monitoring the care of our veter-

ans and seeking assistance for veterans  

through the Veterans of Foreign Wars  

National  Legislative Service. 

Both functions are especially critical as 

the number of wounded men and women 

returning from  Iraq and Afghanistan  

have grown significantly.  

Through the Veterans of Foreign Wars  

National Security and Foreign  

Affairs department the VFW is keeping a 

close eye on overseas troop deployments 

and the Pentagonôs budget .  

 The Veterans of Foreign Wars sponsor 

many programs to aid in the educating of 

schoolchildren with the help of VFW 

members through the Veterans of For-

eign Wars  Programs and Publications 

departments.  

 On the Post level through out the coun-

try the VFW helps by serving their local 

communities. Every Post has programs 

that help to assist the families of de-

ployed troops, as well as maintaining a 
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it helps everyone and reflects on the great 

camaraderie of YOUR post.   

We have a great post.  Letôs all get our 

heads together and keep it that way and 

make it even better in 2010! 

 

 

ñRoyó Hodgins      

diverse group of members we have in our 

Post, we should be able to come up with a 

variety of new ideas for activities and 

fund raisers to help our Post 3282 home.    

This is YOUR POST    Come forth and 

share your creative and helpful sugges-

tions for projects the membership could 

champion with MORE members volun-

teering their time to help out.  Remember 

As we turn the cor-

ner into a New Year, 

I would like to wish 

each and every one 

of our members and 

their families a very 

healthy and prosper-

ous New Year.   Post 

3282 is doing well so far. I know with the 

As you all probably 

know by now as you 

read this report that 

the Post was voted 

"Non Smoking" in the 

December meeting as 

of January 1, 2010. 

As the Post Surgeon I 

am delighted that this has happened for 

the obvious health reasons. But as a Post 

Officer dedicated to the future of our Post 

I am concerned that this new policy could 

hurt us financially. 

At the meeting we all heard testimony 

from members, who by the way I've never 

seen in my 5 years here, and others, that if 

we went non smoking that they "might" 

come here, or more often. I sure do hope 

that they live up to that pledge. I also hope 

that our dozen or more smoking regulars 

who are here almost everyday during the 

early afternoon hours spending their 

money supporting our Post don't go 

away. Not to mention the many other 

smokers who join them after work and 

stay for the rest of the evening spending 

money. If in fact,  

we lose our 

smoking mem-

bers.  I don't 

bel ieve that 

these "pledged" 

non smokers can 

fill their finan-

cial void.   I urge 

those of you,  

who stated that 

you, would come out to the Post for 

drinks, dinner, entertainment or other 

functions if it was a non smoking facility, 

do  actually come. We need your support 

now more than ever. After the meeting 

my wife even stated that she would come 

to the Post more often, now that it is non 

smoking, to me, that's a start.  

I would also ask the smoking members to 

remember that we do have a smoking 

patio for their use. 

Let's all pledge to make our Post healthier 

and financially secure. 

Now take a deep breath of clean air and 

relax. 

Hope to see you here.  

  

Allan M. Staples 
 

The Mid-Winter Conference is coming up 

in a couple of weeks and I will keep all of 

you informed as to what takes place there. 

 

I would like to thank Pam Lickfold and 

Steve Sally of our Auxiliaryôs for the ex-

ceptional job they have done this year.  

Our Post is lucky to have these two fine 

Organizations to help us. 

  

My   congratulations   to   Sr.   Vice   John 

Lickfold for being appointed as National 

Aide  De  Camp.    This  is  a  great  honor 

bestowed     by     Tommy    Tradewell, 

Veterans  of   Foreign   Wars  Commander  

in Chief.  

 

The New Years Eve Party at the Post 

was a huge success. Everyone had a 

tremendous time welcoming in the New 

Year. 

 

Saturday, January 2nd,  the post canteen 

was filled to capacity.  The word is out 

that our Post is a non-smoking Post. I 

hope that the non smokers will continue 

to support the post.  

 

In closing, I once again ask for your 

continuing support of our Post.  It is one 

of the finest in the country, and we 

should come together in comradeship for 

that reason.  Please. tell all your friends to 

join you, and enjoy your Smoke free Post.  

 

In comradeship,  

Gene P. Carroll 


